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became a country where one petty ruler after another had to
fly for his life. Palmerston sympathized with all these revolts,
and allowed arms to be sent to insurgents whenever he
could. By an irony of fate, while he did his best unofficially
to forward these revolutions, he had to welcome as exiles
many of the fugitive rulers. Louis Philippe came to end his
days in England, and another exile was the Crown Prince of
Prussia, who was, however, to return to his country and be
the ruler of Bismarck's Germany.

Actually 1848, when people who believed themselves
oppressed rose everywhere against tyranny, proved a year of
failure. In every country, the democrats failed to unite. The
autocratic rulers were able to crush one revolt after another;
the Emperor Francis Joseph returned to Vienna, the Czar
helped him to crush Hungary. Germany saw her rulers over-
throw all the new constitutions. The hope of democratic
government vanished.

Palmerston had naturally infuriated the absolute rulers by

palmer- his sympathy with the popular and nationalistic revolutions.

8ton toe His own country had on the whole approved of his policy,

ueen especially as it was realized that he made the influence of

Great Britain really important abroad.

Now his high-handed ways were to bring their own
punishment, and in an unexpected quarter. Queen Victoria
was lively, and she had also determination. In 1840 she
had married her cousin, Prince Albert. Modern historians
have emphasized both the great influence Prince Albert
had on his wife, and his own marked ability. With her
marriage, the young Queen not only learnt to devote herself
seriously to the task of taking her share in State business,
but she was also helped by a man of great gifts. The Queen,
therefore, was not likely to accept Palmerston's way of
ignoring the Crown and transacting foreign affairs without
due consultation or notification. His habit of withholding
dispatches began to cause serious trouble, for the sovereign
had a constitutional right to see such documents. The